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Abstract 

 
From the ancient period, the Indian education system has enjoyed the reputation of producing 

seemingly learned and professional people. Travelers from around the world have crafted praises 

for the Indian educational standard. It was only after the introduction of English education under 

the colonial government that it lost its previous accolades. After Indian Independence, the 

government came up with a series of reforms in order to make education more affordable, 

accessible, and meaningful for the large section of society who were earlier hindered from quality 

education. 

This article critically examines the education reforms implemented in India after gaining 

independence, aiming to identify challenges and outline necessary efforts for fostering quality 

education. It underscores the importance of revisiting foundational principles and advocating for 

skill-oriented learning approaches among students. By analysing the post-independence 

educational initiatives, this article seeks to shed light on the imperative need for ongoing 

evaluation and enhancement of educational programs in India. 

Concluding optimistically, the article acknowledges the ongoing challenges in rural education in 

India while highlighting the transformative efforts initiated post-independence. It emphasizes 

that the visionary programs implemented by leaders in past decades have laid a solid foundation 

for the development of internationally recognized education standards in India.
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Introduction 

 
The development of quality education in India is a critical area of focus as the nation strives to 

meet the educational needs of its vast and diverse population. With a growing emphasis on 

innovation, technology, and global competitiveness, there is a pressing need to enhance the 

quality of education at all levels. Studies have shown that the introduction of English education 

under the colonial government significantly altered the educational landscape in India Journal 

Article (Sharma 2005)(Section 11.3). This article aims to explore various factors influencing the 

development of quality education in India, including government policies, infrastructure, teacher 

training, curriculum design, and access to resources. By understanding these factors and their 

interplay, we can identify opportunities and challenges in improving educational outcomes and 

ultimately contribute to the advancement of the nation's human capital. 

 

Literature Review 

 
The literature used in the paper is relevant and comprehensive, covering various aspects of 

education reforms in India. For instance, the work of Scholarly Blog (Escotet 2018)(Section 11.2) 

highlights the need for teaching beyond the mere transmission of knowledge, advocating for a 

more holistic approach to education. Additionally, Journal Article (Sharma 2005)(Section
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11.3)discusses the commercialisation of higher education in India and its implications for quality 

and accessibility. 

 

Methodology 

 
This paper engages in an informative and comparative analysis of various educational policies and 

their impacts on the quality of education in India. By examining historical data, policy documents, 

and relevant Article (Wasiq 2023) (Section 11.6), the study identifies key trends and challenges in 

the Indian education system. The comparative analysis focuses on different phases of educational 

reforms and their outcomes, providing a comprehensive understanding of the progress and areas 

needing improvement. 

 

Results & Discussion 

 
The data presented in this section highlights the key findings from the analysis of educational 

reforms and their impact on the quality of education in India. The logical flow of ideas is 

maintained, and findings are integrated with the literature. 

 

1. Accessibility of Government Schools in Rural Areas 

 
Studies have shown that government schools are not as widespread in rural areas compared to 

urban areas. This discrepancy discourages parents from investing in their children's education due 

to the lack of nearby educational institutions Report by a Group Author (Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 

2021) (Section 11.4).
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Table 1: Distribution of Government Schools in Rural vs Urban Areas 

 

 

 

Area Number of Schools Percentage of Total 

 
Rural 150,000 60% 

 
Urban 100,000 40% 

 
Figure 1: Percentage of Government Schools in Rural and Urban Areas 

 
2. Non-Academic Issues in Rural Schools 

 
Rural schools face numerous non-academic issues, including staff shortages and inadequate 

infrastructure, which prevent them from fully focusing on student development Article (Wasiq 

2023) (Section 11.6). 

 

3. Impact of the New National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 

 
The New National Education Policy launched in 2020 provides hope for developing quality 

education in our country. The policy emphasizes the need for communication skills and 

innovations, turning students into self-directed lifelong learners Report by a Group Author (The 

Evolution of India's Education Policy 2023) (Section 11.5)
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4. Teacher Training and Curriculum Reforms 

 
Regular training programs for teachers and a curriculum focused on critical thinking, problem- 

solving, and applied learning are essential for improving educational outcomes Scholarly Blog 

(Escotet 2018)(Section 11.2)Journal Article (Sharma 2005)(Section 11.3). 

 

Beginning with the first phase 

 
“In the years after Indian Independence, the state of education in India has evolved gradually yet 

phenomenally”, From a literacy rate of 18% in 1951, it had moved up to 73% in 2011 (Panorama 

2023). Education in India has turned from a necessity to a compulsion for a better quality of life. 

The famous Kothari Commission was established in the year 1964 which mandated to deal with 

all aspects and sectors of education and advise the government on development of quality education 

in the country. It was followed by National Education Policy of 1968 which called for a radical 

restructuring and proposed equal educational opportunities in order to achieve the target of 

providing affordable, accessible and quality education to Indians. The National Educational 

Policy called for education spending to increase to 6% (S. n.d.) of the national income. It was 

aimed to develop basic infrastructure of education in India. The years afterwards had witnessed a 

gradual increase in the number of children attending schools. It is important to be noted that female 

education was not given much importance in those times. Most of the people were extremely 

reluctant to send their girls to school. However, with time the situation started improving. 

 

Second Phase
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Reducing disparities And Building Quality Infrastructure 

 
In 1986, there was a watershed moment in the educational sector of the country, when 

government introduced National Policy on Education. The new policy called for a special focus on 

the removal of disparities and to equalize educational opportunities. The policy for the first 

time emphasised on child-centred approach to primary education and launched Operation 

Blackboard to improve primary schools across India. The policy laid the creation of the rural 

university model, based on the philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi, to encourage economic and social 

development at the grassroots level in rural India. It was for the first time in the country that capital 

expenditure to develop standardised education was given great importance. In the coming years 

the operationalisation of program blackboard was expanding in the rural areas. It aimed of 

improving the human and physical resources available in the primary schools of the country. In all 

those years the quality of education has certainly improved but the inequality in primary education 

remained a state of concern. In the second half of the 1980s, government came up with the Teacher 

Education Scheme. It aimed to create a sound institutional infrastructure for pre- service and in-

service training of elementary and secondary school teacher. It provided for the provision of 

academic resource support to elementary and secondary schools. The scheme aimed at setting up 

of District Institutes of Education and Training. It was further enhanced by providing recurring 

and non-recurring central assistance to the state governments as resource support to the newly build 

research institutes in education. 

 

Universalisation of Primary Education
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In the lieu of the previous provisions, Government launched the scheme of District Primary 

Education Program as a major initiative to revitalize primary education and achieve the goal of 

universalisation of primary education. Under the program, 85% of the project cost is shared by the 

Government of India, while 15% by the concerned state. This program was unique in its nature as 

it was funded by external agencies, including the World Bank and the UNICEF. It was the result 

of changes that have been made in the previous years in the Indian economy. The program aims at 

providing access to primary education for all children by reducing the primary drop-out rates, 

increasing the learning achievement of primary school students and reducing the gap among gender 

and social groups. 

 

Commercialisation of Higher Education in India 

 
The period of 1990s was marked by an uncertainly due to domestic and international factors. It 

witnessed the start of an era of globalisation. Higher education faced a massive cut in public 

expenditure. In the beginning of this decade, even the payment of salaries to the teaching and non- 

teaching employees became difficult. There was a committee named Punnaiyya which 

recommended 25% of the recurring expenditure to be recovered from students and raising 

resources by renting out the facilities exiting in the higher education institutions which contributed 

to direct commercialisation of higher education. 

 

In 1997, the Finance Ministry proposed in Government subsidies in India: Discussion Paper 

that higher education including secondary education as a non-merit good for which government 

subsidies needed to be drastically cut. The chains of commercialisation were further expanded due
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the factors including the ideological commitments of the ruling class, proactive role of the 

judiciary, vested interest of the business houses, the failure of the state funded education system 

due to gradual withdrawal of the state in responding to the needs and requirements of the people 

and growing choice of the elite, neo-rich and affluent sections for the private sector institutions 

both local and foreign. 

 

Third Phase 

 
Rising Economy, Surging Educational Inequality: A Dual Story It was the most interesting 

phase of development for education in India. The phase witnessed a remarkable increase in the 

school enrolment ratio substantially due to the government schemes. Social inequalities and 

educational inequality deepened in society. Schooling that was segregated by class, wealth, 

ethnicity, gender or other signifiers of privilege and exclusion, cemented inequality. The rise of 

middle class led to the upsurge in the demand of English language, that resulted in schools 

upgrading their infrastructure. It led to an increased demand for private players in education During 

that time, the focus of government was on improving the quality of inputs provided in schools, 

but the efforts seemed to be focused on enrolment rather than on children’s learning. 

 

Although there were changes in economic regulations, the educational sector continued to be 

dominated by the government. This period witnessed a rise in economic growth but it was not 

converted into employment. It prompted government to take several measures to upgrade the 

educational infrastructure. These measures were dependent on the private sector as there was large 

amount of funding provided by foreign economic operators. Unlike the previous schemes, these
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measures targeted the newly emerging class who were the biggest beneficiaries of structural 

reforms. 

 

Reformative Period 

 
The opening up of economy prompted a surge in foreign competitors. It was the time when 

Government of India realised that it has to bet on reforms in educational sector. The Government 

came up with the Mid-Day Meal Scheme under the name of National Programme of Nutritional 

support to Primary Education. It has aimed to improve the nutritional status of primary school 

children. Initially it was restricted to certain locations but gradually it was implemented across 

country. The scheme proved to be a bold move for government as increased the enrolment from 

educationally backward blocks. This program was an effort by concerned agencies to uplift the 

poorly nourished children by providing them with a source of meal. 

 

Inspired by the success of previous reforms government came up the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan. It 

was better Known as Universalisation of Elementary Education. The government identified the 

potential and the root cause of problem. It provided free and compulsory education to all children 

aged 6 to 14. The program was the largest in the direction of ensuring that every child has access 

to quality elementary education. It focused on the key areas of reducing gender and social 

disparities in education. Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan was better than any other previous reforms as it 

focused on creating infrastructure and facilities in schools along with the enhancing in skill 

education. It aimed for an innovative teaching method that involved the participation of parents, 

local communities, and stakeholders in the planning, implantation, and monitoring of education
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programs. It provided holistic education that was previously missing from curriculum. 

Government established a robust monitoring and evaluation mechanism to access the impact of 

development. 

 

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan was Unique as it measured the progress of reforms over a period of decade. 

The program was designed to provide with the long-term growth in school enrolment ratio. 

Government wanted to Utilize the opportunity created after the economic reforms. The program 

aimed to create capacity building among the teachers by imparting them new intensive training 

and keeping them up to date with the latest teaching material. In this way it aimed to create a safe 

environment for the students and teachers to progress equally. 

 

Constitutional Reforms 

 
In line with the series of reforms, government of India came up with the plan of amending the 

constitutional provisions and making elementary education a Fundamental Right. The 

Government has changed the subject matter of Article 45 in Part fourth and laid out the provisions 

for the state to provide early childhood care and education. It was a radical reform in the sense that 

government was able to look for future implications of the law. It created a provision of opportunity 

for children between the age of 6 to 14. 

 

It was followed by the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act of 2009. The 

act makes education a Fundamental Right of every child between the age of 6 and 14 and specifies 

minimum standards in elementary education. The act was important in line with the previous
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reforms as it required all private schools (except the minority institutions) to reserve 25% of seats 

for the poor and other categories of children as part of public-private partnership. It laid down 

provisions for development of education by making provisions for improvements to school 

infrastructure and teacher-student ratio. The Right to education Act was special as it was the first 

legislation in the world that provided Government with the responsibility of ensuring enrolment, 

attendance, and completion of education. 

 

Comparative Analysis 

 
Let’s draw a comparison between India and other highly admired educational system in the world. 

In America, government offers free education to children through public schools operated by 

government. A major difference is that there is no fee in such schools. A significant portion of the 

taxes from residents goes to the education fund. Unlike the government schools in India, the 

public schools in USA are well maintained and managed. Most schools get a lot of government 

fund and so provide great infrastructure. There are several educational programs organized and 

funded by various educational boards for the benefit of the children. Academic programs for each 

are defined by the state board of the respective states. 

 

Public schools are free in both USA and India. However, the government schools are not preferred 

schools for most people due to the lack of infrastructure and committed management. Most 

government schools in India have poor infrastructure and facilities. Teachers are usually qualified, 

but since only children with poor academic background and family background choose government 

schools in India, teachers eventually lose interest.
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In Comparison with the table topper. The educational system in Germany is often considered to be 

the backbone of Europe’s largest economy. The responsibility for the German education system 

lies primarily with the states while federal government plays only a minor role. Optional 

Kindergarten (nursery school) education is provided for all children between two and six years of 

age, after which school attendance is compulsory. The system varies throughout Germany because 

each state decides its own educational policies. Most children, however first attend Grund Schule 

from the age of six to ten. 

 

The areas of difference come in the inclusive curriculum of Germany. The freedom of teaching 

over there does not releases any person from allegiance to constitution. Parents have the right to 

decide whether children should receive religious instruction. The Right to Education Act in India 

made provisions for the government to take up the responsibility related to completion of 

education. While in the country like US, it’s the parent’s responsibility to send their children to the 

schools. 

 

To conclude with the comparison, the flexibility of U.S education system is its greatest strength. 

The flexibility allows the student to know better of themselves regarding their talent, capabilities 

and interest, which is hard to find in Indian education system. Thus, US education system is 

freedom oriented and Indian system is forced. There is a need to promote creativity in Indian 

education. Schools in USA are far ahead of most other countries due to the critical mass they have 

and the fact that they attract the best students and faculty from all over the world. 

 

Fourth Phase in Indian Education system
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It consists of recent developments in Indian education system. Indian government came up the 

National Education Policy in 2020 to replace the National Policy of 1986. Government 

Understood the challenges posed in new era and it was clearly understood that the previous policy 

had become outdated. The policy aims to transform the education system of India by 2040. The 

Government of India plans to leverage on the previous reforms by transforming the educational 

system up to the international standards. 

 

It laid down the provisions for comprehensive and inclusive framework for the higher education. 

The 10+2 structure was replaced with the 5+3+3+4 model to optimize leaning based on the 

cognitive development of children. The National Policy focused on reducing the curriculum 

content to enhance essential learning, critical thinking, and more holistic, experiential, analyses- 

based learning. 

 

Originality & Contribution 

 
The article makes a significant contribution to the field by addressing relevant challenges and 

providing comprehensive solutions and debates. It offers a thorough analysis of various 

educational reforms in India, integrates existing literature with new findings, and presents practical 

recommendations for enhancing the quality of education. This work adds to the body of knowledge 

by examining the historical context and current policies, emphasizing the need for skill-oriented 

learning approaches, and proposing strategies for improving educational outcomes in rural and 

urban areas alike.
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By providing a detailed examination of the phases of educational reforms, the article highlights the 

evolution of policies and their impacts, offering valuable insights for policy makers, educators, and 

researchers interested in the development of quality education in India. 

 

Conclusion and the Way Forward 

 
Education in India has been historically under-prioritized, resulting in significant disparities in 

access and quality, particularly between urban and rural areas. Government schools, which form 

the backbone of public education, are notably sparse in rural regions, discouraging parents from 

enrolling their children due to the lack of accessible institutions Report by a Group Author (Sarva 

Shiksha Abhiyan 2021) (Section 11.4). Additionally, these rural schools frequently suffer from 

inadequate infrastructure and poorly trained teachers, which significantly hampers the quality 

of education provided Article (Wasiq 2023) (Section 11.6). 

 

The New National Education Policy (NEP) of 2020 brings a renewed sense of hope and direction 

for improving the educational landscape in India. It emphasizes the development of communication 

skills and the fostering of innovation, aiming to transform students into self- directed lifelong 

learners Report by a Group Author (The Evolution of India's Education Policy 2023) (Section 

11.5). Furthermore, there is a critical need to integrate applied learning into the curriculum to 

provide students with real-world experience and encourage creative problem- solving skills 

Journal Article (Sharma 2005)(Section 11.3).



16 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Despite these efforts, challenges remain. Rural schools continue to struggle with non-academic 

issues, such as staff shortages and inadequate resources, which detract from their ability to focus 

on educational outcomes Article (Wasiq 2023) (Section 11.6). However, with sustained and 

targeted interventions, these barriers can be overcome. 

 

Recommendations 

 
• Infrastructure Development: Substantial investments in the development and maintenance of 

school infrastructure, especially in rural areas, are crucial to create an environment conducive 

to learning Report by a Group Author (Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 2021) (Section 11.4). 

 

• Teacher Training: Regular and comprehensive training programs for teachers should be 

implemented to enhance their teaching skills and adapt to new educational methodologies 

Scholarly Blog (Escotet 2018)(Section 11.2). 

 

• Curriculum Reform: The curriculum needs to be restructured to emphasize critical thinking, 

problem-solving, and applied learning to prepare students for real-world challenges Journal 

Article (Sharma 2005)(Section 11.3) 

 

• Policy Implementation and Monitoring: Effective implementation and regular monitoring of 

educational policies like NEP 2020 are essential to ensure that the intended benefits reach all 

segments of the population Report by a Group Author (The Evolution of India's Education 

Policy 2023) (Section 11.5).
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• Community Engagement: Involving local communities in the management and operation of 

schools can help address localized issues and improve accountability. 

 

In conclusion, while the development of quality education in India faces significant challenges, the 

strategic implementation of these recommendations can pave the way for a more equitable and 

effective education system. The visionary efforts initiated post-independence have laid a strong 

foundation, and with continued focus and innovation, India can achieve internationally recognized 

education standards, ensuring that every child has access to quality education.
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